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24', NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL

OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER

HONORABLE SETH DAMON
Speake4 24th Navajo Nation Council

September I 7, 2021

The Honoroble Noncy Pelosi
Speoker
U.S. House of Representolives
H-232 Copitol Building
Woshinglon, DC 20515

The Honoroble Kevin McCorthy
House Minority Leoder
U.S. House of Representotives
H-404 Copitol Building
Woshington, DC 20515

Deor Speoker Pelosi ond Minority Leoder McCorthy

We opploud Congress for its historic inclusion of iribol progrom investments in the
proposed $3.5 trillion budget resolution ond reconciliotion proposols. However, we write
to respectfully inform you of our opposition to the monogers omendment of the House
Noturol Resources Committee proposol thot includes o section to prohibit new oil ond
gos development within the Choco Culturol Heritoge Areo in northwestern New Mexico
ond the Novojo Notion.

ln the foll ot 2019, Legislotion 0366-19 (ottoched) wos opproved by the 24th Novojo
Notion Council, which offirmed the position of the Novojo Notion through its governing
body. The legislotion solidified the culturol, spirituol ond cosmologicol connection thot
the Novojo Notion ond the people hove to the greoter Choco Conyon region oreo.
Further, Legislotion 0366-19 estoblished o collective voice thot expounded upon the
efforts of not only protecting the londscope of Choco Conyon, but to olso respect ond
work with Novojo ollottees to further odvonce development, os well os protection of our
precious resources. As o result, this legislotion possed in support of oll the obove, which
included o position of setting the boundory of o S-mile buffer within ond oround the
greoter Choco Conyon Notionol Heritoge Monument oreo.

ln the summer of 2019, Legrslotion 0l89-19 (ottoched) wos olso opproved by the 24th
Novojo Notion Council outhorizing ond requiring Novojo Notion leodership to meel with
Congressionol leodership to request Congress to hold heorings in the offecied oreos of
the Novojo Notion, which hos not been completed.

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
OfficcoftheSpeakcr.PostOfficeBox3390.WindowRock,Arizona865l5.Phr(928)871-7160.Fax:(928)8717255



The officiol position of the Novojo Notion reflects the interests of the Novojo ollotted lond
owners ("ollotees") in the greoter Choco oreo ond it provides o compromise between
the threot 1o their livelihoods ond the bills' colls for increosed protections from minerol
development.

There ore numerous Novojo culturol resources sites ocross the eostern portion of the
Novojo Notion where Novojo ollottees will polentiolly be impocled. The proposed
culturol resource investigotion ("study") lhol is to be performed by culturol experls wilhin
the Choco Conyon ond Choco Culture Notionol Historic Pork, should fully fund the
Novojo Notion to oversee due to the lond stotus thot surrounds the Pork is oll within the
boundories of the Novojo Nolion.

Ihe 24th Novojo Notion Council respectfully submits onolher request for o Congressionol
field heoring o1 Nogeezi, N.M. by members of Congress before ony longuoge prohibiting
new oil ond gos development within ihe Choco Culturol Heritoge Areo. The purpose of
this field heoring will ollow Congressionol leoders io heor directly from the Novojo people
who foce o reol threot under the current version of ihe monogers omendment of the
House Nolurol Resources Committee proposol thot includes o section to prohibit new oil
ond gos development within the Choco Culturol Heritoge Areo.

Should you hove ony questions, pleose do not hesitote to contoct Chief of Stoff Sherylene
Y ozzie ol sheryleneyozzie@novojo-nsn.gov. The Novojo Notion Office of the Speoker will
respectfully follow-up with your offices wilhin two weeks regording this request. Thonk
you for your honoroble considerotion.

Sincerely,

om oker Rickie Nez, hoir
24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIT RESOURCES & DEVETOPMENT COMIAITIEE

Mork Freelond. Council Deiegole
24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL

Cc Choirmon Rou Grilolvo. Chot. House NolurolResources Committee
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